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Fourth-grade teacher uses real life classroom lessons and is 
published in science magazine 
The construction of Monroe Elementary School created wonderful opportunities for 
learning 
 
 “Hey, Mrs. P., what’s that thing for?” “How come the ceiling looks like that?” “Why are 
there handles on those pipes in the hallway?” “How does that thing work?” 
 

 
Fourth-grade teacher Barney Peterson 
from Monroe Elementary was published in 
January’s issue of Science and Children. 
This publication is the premier magazine 
for science and STEM education and 
features prominent leaders in these fields.  
 
Her article “Systems of Systems” is 
featured in the Engineering Encounters 
section. It details her student’s work with 
Darcy Walker and their quest to 
understand all the parts and functions 
required to make their building, Monroe 
Elementary, run. She details her students 
experience learning in an authentic project 
based learning environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from Peterson’s article. Read the full 
article here. 
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